
WHAT HAPPENED TO 
FAIRHAVEN'S PRIZE-WINNING 

ALMESHOUSE-INFIRMARY ? 

When there were fewer and fewer people in need of the shelter and help of the infirmary, 
more and more questions were being asked around town such as: 

What could be done with that lovely building? 
Can the town use it for other purposes? 

On August 15th 1956 there was an article in the Standard-Times that helped to stir up 
interest in the outcome of what to do with the Infirmary. 

1. 
August 15, 1956 

Youth Center Asked Of Town Infirmary 

In Fairhaven today, petitions were being circulated by Roland S. Bisaillon of 49 
Ocean Avenue, asking the town's Board of Selectmen to convert the Town Infirmary at 
Washington Street and Sconticut Neck Road into a youth center. 

The petitions state only three persons are being cared for at the infirmary today 
"at a great expense to the town" and suggested they could be boarded out by the town at a 
far less cost. Conversion of the property to a youth center could be financed by public 
donations, the petition states, and would be of no expense to the town. 

2. 
February 12, 1958 

Board to Study Infirmary Sale 
Fairhaven Planners To Meet Tomorrow 

A study of the advisability of selling the Fairhaven town infirmary at Route 6 and 
Sconticut Neck, so the town could benefit from taxes on the property, will be initiated 
tomorrow night when the Fairhaven Planning Board holds its organizational meeting. The 
meeting is scheduled for 7:30 pm in the Town Hall. 

3. 
February 16, 1958 

Fairhaven Planners Favor Sale of Infirmary Land 

Deciding that turning the land now occupied by the Fairhaven town infirmary into 
taxable property would be a "progressive" step, the Fairhaven Planning Board voted last 
week to suggest to selectmen that an impartial group make a study of the proposal. 
The board noted that such a move would be in line with action taken by several area 
towns. 

It was suggested residents of the infirmary, at Washington Street and Sconticut 
Neck Road, could be placed in desirable homes if the infirmary were closed, or that at 
least the unused part of the town farmland at the site, could be made available for 
taxation if the infirmary continued. All members of the board agreed that the tract "is one 
of the most valuable pieces ofland in the area." 
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4. 
March 27, 1959 

Town Infirmary Close Asked 
Planning Board Acts in Fairhaven 

The Fairhaven Planning Board last night voted unanimously to insert an article in 
the warrant for the next town meeting, recommending that the town infirmary be closed 
and the land turned into taxable property. 

For the last two years, the Planning Board has felt strongly that there is no longer 
a need for the town infirmary. Members have felt that persons who formerly would have 
needed care at the infirmary may now be accommodated at far less cost in privately 
owned establishments. 

At the request of the Planning Board, a letter was sent from Fairhaven selectmen 
listing $7,407.83 as the total cost of operating the infirmary in 1958. Income was $2,137. 
from board of three inmates, three overnight patients, two boarders and one horse. 

At the present time, there are no inmates in the infirmary. One boarder, the 
matron, her son and a general assistant now occupy the farm. 

5. 
August 25, 1959 

Shutting of Fairhaven Infirmary Again Urged 

Closing of the town infirmary, an issue which has periodically plagued Fairhaven 
residents since the town meeting of July 11, 1940, was revived last night when 
Selectman Walter Silveira urged its closing again as an economy measure. The board, 
which also comprises of Walter J. Borowicz, chairman and James B. Lanagan, voted to 
seek a legal opinion from Attorney Gerald P. Walsh, town counsel. 

The vote was taken after Mr. Borowicz questioned whether selectmen had the 
power to close the institution. "Operating this is costing the town some $8,000 a year," 
Selectman Silveira commented, adding there currently are no patients housed at the 
infirmary. "The large fuel bill alone is a waste of money." 

Power Questioned 

Selectmen Borowicz and Lanagan agreed the institution should be closed 
although Mr. Borowicz asked, "But can we, as selectmen, order it closed? Do we have 
the power?" 

Selectman Silveira commented continuation of the institution is "unfair to the 
taxpayers" and Selectman Borowicz questioned whether the issue should be resolved at 
town meeting. 

"We're in charge of the purse strings of the town," commented Selectman 
Silveira. "This is one of the most valuable pieces of property the town owns and certainly 
it could be used some day as a fire station, or even perhaps for a new school." 

Selectman Silveira added that while he would "like to see an article in the town 
warrant" on closing the institution, he insisted his motion to close the infirmary "still 
stands." 

The board agreed to seek a legal opinion and voted to ask Attorney Walsh to 
provide it before next Monday night's meeting. 
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$6,500 Voted Last Year 

Last year the town appropriated $6,500 for operation of the infirmary and the 
previous year $7,407. was earmarked for the institution. 

The town meeting of July 11, 1940 voted to direct selectmen to "carry out as far 
as possible and as speedily as possible" recommendations of a special committee which 
had been studying the closing. At that time, the Bingham Survey group recommended its 
closing. 

6. 
October 30, 1959 

More Uses Suggested For Infirmary 

The Fairhaven Police Department isn't the only department that wants 
headquarters in the town infirmary. The sewer and water commissioners made it known 
last night they too, would like space in the building. 

Chairman Walter J. Borowicz of the Board of Selectmen was given the request 
during an interdepartmental conference. Later, Armand A. Guilmette, the town's new 
Civil Defense director, suggested the town organize a department of public works and 
house it in the building. 

The Fairhaven Police Association voted Wednesday night to sponsor an article 
asking a town meeting to transfer police headquarters to the infirmary, which is situated 
at Washington Street and Sconticut Neck Road, the geographic center of the town. 

The Planning Board has said it will sponsor an article asking the closing and 
disposal of the infirmary through public auction or by private sale, but some of the 
members said last night, they would go along with a move to close the property but retain 
it for town use. 

*************** 
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Standard-Times library photo 

(Bowsprit Magazine-April 7, 1985) 

Life on the 'poor farm' 
By 

Robert J. Barcellos 
Standard-Times Staff Writer 

Edited by: Natalie S. Hemingway 

FAIRHAVEN-Just 25 years ago this month, Fairhaven's Town Infirmary passed into 
history- its site giving way to a bowling alley. The infirmary, commonly referred to as 
"poor farm" - an institution that was a part of many New England communities during 
the 19th and first half of the 20th centuries - had been an imposing landmark at the 
intersection of Washington Street (Huttleston Avenue) and Sconticut Neck Road in East 
Fairhaven for the previous 65 years. 

Poor farms played an important role, sheltering a community's aged and 
homeless, along with individuals unable to care for themselves yet too healthy to 
hospitalize. They also provided short-term shelter for families temporarily in need of 
homes because of natural disaster or family problems. 

Poor farms were usually designed to be self-sustaining working farms. Able
bodied inmates were expected to help grow crops, care for animals and assist with 
household duties - hence the name "poor farm" and the stigma associated with the name. 
Officially known as almshouses in the 19th century, their designation was upgraded to 
infirmary by state law about 1927. 

The declining number of aged poor in need of public shelter, the advent of Social 
Security and other factors, including the temptation of officials to use the often, choice 
land, for other purposes, began to make the poor farms obsolete by the middle of this 
century. 

Family supervised farm 

Fairhaven's original almshouse, dating from the early 1830's, had been located in 
North Fairhaven until the building of the Coggeshall Street Bridge. At the 1894 town 
meeting, a new almshouse site was authorized. A 14 Yi -acre tract, formerly the Stetson, 
or Pope farm in East Fairhaven was chosen. 
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My family was closely associated with the Fairhaven Infirmary during its last 
quarter-century. My parents, John and Rose Barcellos, worked and lived at the infirmary, 
and became superintendent and matron in 1941 when the prior matron superintendent 
retired. Both had been employed and making their home at the infirmary at the time of 
their marriage, although my father's parents had a farm diagonally adjacent on Sconticut 
Neck Road. 

When my father died on Christmas Day, 1943, my mother took over full 
responsibility for its operation. She continued to operate the infirmary until its official 
closing on April 1, 1960. An uncle served as caretaker, tending the farm animals and 
garden. 

The events that led to my parents' running of the infirmary were set in motion in 
July 1940, when a special town meeting received the report of a special committee. The 
Bingham Survey - a 196-page report dealing with efficiency in town government 
departments - recommended the infirmary be closed and its remaining inmates boarded 
out. 

The committee studying the report disagreed. Instead, members suggested a 
number of changes in the almshouse operations, most significantly, that the personnel be 
changed and that a farmer and his wife be employed with their combined salaries not to 
exceed $1,000 plus maintenance. The place was to be farmed so that it would be 
agriculturally self-sustaining with repairs to be made, whenever possible, by employees 
or inmates. Supplies were to be secured from the Surplus Commodities Commission. 

Matron Edith A. Eldridge disagreed, naturally, with the report. A Civil Service 
employee with two years until retirement, she and her husband had taken over as matron 
and superintendent in 1908. When John Eldridge, also the town's truant officer, died in 
1925, Mrs. Eldridge continued to run the place by herself, much as my mother did later. 
She maintained the home with a strong hand, but, its rising costs and the committee's 
recommendation that it be farmed properly, seem to indicate that the farm aspect of the 
operation declined over the years. 

The town's plans were put into effect, despite Mrs. Eldridge's objections, the 
following year Mrs. Eldridge was retired and my father and mother applied to run the 
infirmary as a working and partially self-sustaining farm again. 

Interesting characters 

When the decision was made in March 1960 to close the infirmary, only an 
inmate and a boarder lived there in addition to the matron's household. 

But years earlier, there had been enough people to sit around the great oval
shaped wooden table in the inmates' large dining room. The table comfortably seated 
eight or nine people, even a dozen if necessary, with, a smaller side table seating three or 
four. 

A large ledger kept since the 1890's reflected the home's arrivals and departures. 
Three distinct handwriting styles were discernible in the book. When I was young, I 
found it fascinating to peruse, since it told so much about the people who had lived in the 
house and were part of the town's history. 
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The first name on the list, apparently a holdover from the older poor farm, resided 
in the almshouse, if memory serves me correctly, from the mid-1880's to World War II. 

As a youngster during the 1940s and 1950s listening to the inmates' oft-told tales 
of their own childhood, I realized they were talking about things that had happened a long 
time before. It did not occur to me until much later, that their experiences took place at 
the same time as the great events of the late 1800s and early 1900s. 

One elderly woman, whose name was Ella May Stubbs, lived in the infirmary 
from about 1939 until 1957. She busily sewed, made endless potholders and patchwork 
bedspreads, and braided rugs during her early years in the home. 

She read the Bible through several times and sang to herself the old familiar 
hymns. She also loved to talk about her childhood in Fairhaven, including excursions to 
the islands and travel on the old New York boats, but my efforts to get her to write about 
all of these experiences met with very little success. 

Ella May's sister, Grace, lived on the Vineyard and was married to the well
known Zebulon N. Tilton. Before being taken ill, Mrs. Tilton occasionally visited, and on 
one of these occasions, Cap'n Zeb made a surprise trip to the infirmary to find his wife. 
My mother wasn't impressed with him and only many years later came to realize what a 
celebrity this old waterfront character was. 

Catherine Holden Hoar, who at first spent her winters at the infirmary and later 
became a permanent resident in the late 1940s and early 1950s, was a colorful and 
popular town character known to everyone as Aunt Kate or Ma Kate. She had her own 
cottage located near Pope Beach on Sconticut Neck and was in her late 80s when she 
gave up chopping wood. 

A born entertainer, Aunt Kate would regale fellow inmates (and anyone who 
would listen) with countless stories of her youth and the popular "recitations" that people 
in the Victorian era memorize to entertain one another. 

Hardly a day would go by when Aunt Kate would deliver her rendition of "The 
Face on the Barroom Floor" as well as others, such as "The Boston Burglar," all of which 
now in retrospect, seem very sentimental, but suited the listeners' tastes. Aunt Kate was 
also a storyteller and would sing and tap her feet to the popular dances of her day. She 
became permanently disabled when, in her mid-90s, she broke her hip in a fall. 

John Farraday, who, like Aunt Kate, was born in the early 1860s and lived into 
his mid-90s, was an enterprising old man. He often traveled to the waterfront and 
returned with an armful of blackened, odorous, swordfish snouts. With many hours of 
rubbing with sandpaper and polishing with pumice stone, he would transform each of 
these into a shining sword blade to which would be attached a wooden handle, also 
carefully sanded and decorated with a strip of German silver and imitation gems. He 
found ready customers for these decorative swords, a couple of which may still adorn 
private homes or taverns in Fairhaven. 
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Mr. Farraday, a Spanish-American War veteran, proudly draped his enormous 
American Flag over our front porch on each patriotic holiday. 

Many old folks lived out their final years at the infirmary, looking to relatives and 
friends on the outside, to find them a place to live. They waited and waited and waited, 
year-in and year-out, ever keeping that hope alive. 

Getting the tasks done 

While able-bodied inmates were supposed to earn their keep by working on the 
farm, there was little demand or request for them to do so. Some of the old men would 
spend their time in the barn when chores were being done, or lend a hand in one of the 
three large garden patches. The patch nearest the street was devoted to the growing of 
peas and either com or potatoes. A slightly smaller garden was devoted to a wide variety 
of vegetables, and a remote field usually given over to com. Except for "the pasture" - a 
backfield overgrown with brush and trees, the remaining fields were thick with hay. 

My uncle, Peter G. Barcellos, tended the barn, which usually housed three or four 
cows, which provided milk for the home, and sometimes a heifer that would end up as 
veal before growing too old. 

A chicken yard containing two coops provided eggs and chicken for the table. 
The unpleasant task of plucking and cleaning the fowl, was done by my mother and our 
housekeeper. One or two hogs were raised this year, and the annual pig-slaughter was an 
almost-festive social event. Later, the animals were sent out to be butchered. 

A barrel of salt pork was stored in a dark room in a far comer of the cellar. The 
walls were lined with shelves full of jars of vegetables put up for the winter. 

Each year my mother canned well over 600 jars of vegetables and fruit. One year, 
when the gardens were especially bountiful, she put up around 1,000 jars. The work was 
done on hot summer afternoons, and kitchen doors and windows had to be kept tightly 
closed as the jars were being transferred off the stove to a towel shrouded shelf or table to 
cool off. 

The cellar storeroom also contained a large bin that stored many bushels of 
potatoes for the winter. By late winter, however, they became soft, and a special chore 
was to remove the sprouts that shot out. 

The housework was done by my mother and her housekeeper, and there was no 
need in the kitchen for the elderly, although they did look after their own rooms. 

During the late spring and early summer, the old folk would join round the dining 
room table to shell peas and snap beans - vast quantities to be canned for winter use. 
There was also com-husking sessions, but these were done in the barn to make it easier to 
just dump the husks into the cows' trough for their next meal. 
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Mostly, the old folks just sat in their rooms, in the men's and women's sitting 
rooms, or, in warmer weather, on the front porch steps or settees. They did this morning, 
afternoon and evening, giving meaning to the old-time expression or invitation, "Come 
and set a spell." 

On a Saturday in late March 1951, came an event that would change some of their 
habits. The arrival of the television brought to their world, a new fascination. Elderly men 
and women gathered in the men's sitting room to spend the evening hours watching 
television, staying up much later than they had previously. 

Purchases and progress 

While the cows in the barn and the three garden plots on the farm provided milk 
and vegetables for the infirmary, most of the meat, such as beef and lamb, ham and 
turkey, plus cold cuts, had to be purchased. Also purchased were flour and other kitchen 
necessities, as well as coal, clothing and other assorted items. 

Through the School Lunch Program, quantities of cheese, luncheon meat and 
even hams and turkey could be purchased for a minimal transportation fee. 

Bills were turned in each month to the selectmen's office-that board functioned 
as the Town overseers of the poor (a title later upgraded in many communities to Board 
or Dept. of Public Welfare). 

The late Selectman Thomas W. Whitfield, who operated the famed clambake 
pavilion at Fort Phoenix, donated the leftover food to the infirmary. I can recall when 
very young going to Fort Phoenix with my father to fetch the food. 

Inmates' medical needs were looked after by the town physician, Dr. Charles E.P. 
Thompson, a much-respected figure. 

Touches of progress crept in over the years. During the 1950s, a fire escape was 
deemed necessary for the building. A large restaurant-type stove replaced the coal stove. 
The state saw a need for a pasteurizer (which was taken off the shelf and dusted off only 
when a call from Town Hall alerted us that a state inspector was on the way). 

Later in the decade, Little League advocates got the town's approval to use a 
portion of one hayfield as a playing area, becoming one of the less-popular distractions. 
Besides ruining a valuable section of the hayfield, the presence of a lot of active, noisy 
youngsters nearby (not to mention inconsiderate parents) was not enjoyed by many of the 
old people. 

An award-winning design 

For over 60 years, Fairhaven's almshouse could be seen by east-bound travelers a 
quarter-mile away at Madison Square, the comer of Washington Street and Huttleston 
A venue. The frame structure, modem and functional for its time, was cross-shaped in 
design, contained 22 rooms and had large palladian windows in the attic in keeping with 
the then popular, Georgian Revival style. 
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The long wing on the second floor - the men's corridor - had six rooms. The 
short, west, or women's corridor contained three, and there were a like number of rooms 
on the short east corridor for the matron's household. Two seldom-used bedrooms were 
downstairs, and the two large rooms on the north side, facing the street, were the 
matron's quarters. 

Surmounting the almshouse where the cross, intersected, was a large windowed 
cupola - the kind architects call a lantern. There was no floor, but for anyone daring to 
climb the tall rickety stepladder up to the two planks, which formed the only foothold, a 
breath-taking view extending from downtown Fairhaven and the river and the river to the 
woodsy green expanse leading to Mattapoisett awaited. 

The almshouse had been designed by, Charles Brigham, the architect who 
designed so many town buildings for Henry Huttleston Rogers. C.O. Brightman was the 
contractor. Brigham had offered a plan that would cost $5,600 to build the house ($6,400 
if plumbing was included) and was chosen from five architects. 

In June 1894, town meeting authorized borrowing up to $7,500 for the new 
almshouse. An additional $3,100 left from the sale of the old poor farm was to be used to 
purchase the Stetson-Pope farm where the new almshouse was to be erected. 

In 1900, architectural plans for the new infirmary were exhibited at the 1900 
World's Fair in Paris, winning a bronze medal. A large, ornately engraved certificate 
recalling the event was framed in glass and hung for many years on the wall of the 
almshouse's main dining room. 

Just memories remain 

During the late 1950s there were a growing number of suggestions for the 
elimination of the infirmary and other uses for the property, including as a site for a new 
fire station. 

Both the Police and Fire Departments expressed an interest in the property, but 
the Planning Board felt that the poor farm should be converted into taxable property. 
The Planning Board, citing 1958 operating expenses of$7,407.83 and income of $2,137, 
in September 1959 voted to place an article in the warrant for the next annual town 
meeting. 

Town meeting members, on March 12, 1960, voted to discontinue the infirmary 
and indefinitely postponed articles that would have given the Police and Sewer and Water 
Commission use of the site. 

A week later on March 19, when the town meeting reconvened, it voted to rezone 
the property and authorize its sale for not less than $40,000. That action paved the way 
for selectmen to sell 10 acres of the property to the Melmar Investment Corp. for a 
bowling alley and recreation center. 
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When selectmen voted to close the infirmary effective April 1, it sheltered only an 
83 year-old woman inmate and one boarder, plus the matron, her two sons (my brother 
John and myself), the caretaker, and the former housekeeper, who had continued to live 
at the home after retiring. 

There were also several cows and a number of chickens still on the grounds, plus 
one other boarder, a trophy-winning horse named Little Man, owned by a Fairhaven girl. 

We moved out April 21st taking with us memories of more that two decades of 
living on the farm, with its great house, and the long association with the elderly of the 
community. The town allowed us to take items we could use. Other property was 
auctioned off. 

A few months later, the home, the barn and outbuildings, together with the lawns, 
many of the handsome trees and garden plots were themselves memories, having been 
razed or tom apart. 

*************** 
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(New Bedford Standard-Times article - February 12, 1960) 

Buyer Wants Infirmary Site 
Company Offers Fairhaven $40,000 

A manufacturer wants to buy 10 acres of land at the site of the Fairhaven Town 
Infirmary at Sconticut Neck Road and Route 6, so he can start a "million-dollar venture" 
that would employ 62 persons and pay approximately $24,000 a year in local taxes. The 
disclosure was made last night at a conference of the Selectmen and the Planning Board. 

Chairman Walter A. Silveira of the Selectmen, said the manufacturer makes 
"recreational" products but declined to identify him further. "He has offered $40,000 for 
the property," the chairman said, "and he's carrying a check around in his pocket." 

The offer put one of the town's most heated controversies in a new perspective. 

The Infirmary, is expected to be closed by town meeting action next month, as the 
selectmen and planners have advised. The problem of what to do with it after that, has 
divided the town into factions. 

One group wants to use it as a police station, another as a storage area for the 
Sewer and Water Commission. A third wants to save it until property values are 
higher. 

The most vocal faction, wants to use it as a site for a new fire station and a bill, 
calling for a referendum at the town election of 1961, was signed by Governor 
Furcolo, Wednesday. 

Marinus V ander Pol, chairman of the Finance Committee, said today the 
committee unanimously urges adoption of an article calling for discontinuance of 
the 
Infirmary. The committee will recommend an appropriation of $2,5000 at the 
March 12 town meeting to continue operation of the infirmary "until some other 
action can be taken, relative to its closing." The appropriation would pay for 
expenses through June 1, it is estimated. 

Mr. Vander Pol said the committee also recommends indefinite postponement of 
separate articles calling for conversion of part of the Infirmary for use by the 
Police Department and Sewer and Water Commission. 

Mr. Silveira said articles covering the sale of the property to the manufacturer 
would probably be inserted in the warrant of a special town meeting to be called within 
the annual meeting. 

Mr. Silveira said that the identity of the manufacturer is known only to the 
Selectmen and Victor O.B. Slater, Chairman of the Planning Board. The other 
seven members of the Planning Board were not told the name. 
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"You recognize the need for secrecy about this," said Selectman Walter J. 
Borowicz. "Other communities are vying with us for this firm." He said the selectmen 
would discuss the issue in full with the planners "as soon as all the facts are collected." 
Mr. Borowicz said the selectmen had been on a "sightseeing tour" Wednesday and had 
been impressed favorably with the company's operation. 

"He plans to put up a factory that will cost a-quarter-of-a-million-dollars," the 
selectman said. "Personal property will add another half-million and equipment 
and furnishings will be over $100,000 more. All together, it's a million-dollar 
venture, Fairhaven's biggest taxpayer." 

Mr. Borowicz said the referendum, will not become law until 90 days after the 
governor signed the bill. By that time he said, the town meeting, will have taken action. 

Mr. Silveira added, however, that the board would seek legal advice "so that the 
referendum won't upset the whole transaction." 

Finance Committee is recommending indefinite postponement of four articles in 
the March town meeting warrant dealing with the controversial central fire station. 

In its annual report, which will be printed in the 1959 town report, the Planning 
Board estimated the value of the infirmary property at between $70,000 and 
$100,000. 

But Mr. Slater and Mr. Borowicz agreed that the $40,000 selling price was not the 
main consideration in the sale. "The enlargement of the town's tax base and the 
employment of 62 persons is the main consideration." 

Planning Board members at the meeting were Mr. Slater, Kenneth R. Vining, 
vice-chairman, James Parkison, Charles R. Dugdale, Arsene G. Duval, Herbert L. 
Candage and Noel B. Couture. 
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(New Bedford Standard-Times article - February 24, 1960) 

Police Want Infirmary Site 
Reaffirm Position On Fairhaven Issue 

The Fairhaven Police Association reaffirmed last night its stand favoring transfer 
of police headquarters to the town infirmary. The association said headquarters facilities 
would probably occupy no more than 2 acres of the 14-acre site, thus leaving some 12 
acres still available for a proposed industrial site being sought by the selectmen and the 
Planning Board. 

Immediate need for a new headquarters location was emphasized by the members 
who said facilities at the Town Hall are cramped, leaving no space for equipment storage 
or private interrogation rooms. 

In addition, they pointed out that the ambulance is parked at the town barn, while 
one police boat is housed at the infirmary and another in a private garage on 
Bridge Street. The members feel a consolidation of facilities and equipment at one 
place would increase the efficiency of the department. 

Members gave a vote of thanks to townspeople who are backing their efforts to 
relocate the station, and tentatively set Tuesday night for another meeting. 

Attending last night's meeting were Chief Norman D. Shurtleff and Sergeants 
Manuel Olivera and Alfred Raphael, along with Patrolmen Gilbert Viera, Leonard 
Roderick, Macy Joseph Jr. Vernon Davis and Joseph Govoni. 

*************** 

(New Bedford Standard-Times article - March 8, 1960) 

Bowling Alleys Are Proposed 
Providence Chain Asks Fairhaven Site 

A bowling center is the $1,000,000 business, that a Providence, R.I. company 
wants to build on Fairhaven Town Infirmary land, selectmen announced last night. 

The Berryhill Corporation of Providence said the modernistic "bowling country 
club" would require "40 to 60" employees. 

Fairhaven selectmen have estimated that the property would bring roughly 
$24,000 annually in taxes. However, special town meeting action March 19 is 
needed to approve sale of the land. The company has offered $40,000. 
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Plans Listed 

The Providence company's plans call for: A one-story building of concrete and 
glass at the comer of Sconticut Neck Road and Washington Street to house 44 automatic 
alleys, a restaurant, a bar, if a liquor license is granted, a pro shop, a nursery, complete 
with a full-time baby-sitter, a lounge equipped with color television sets, a meeting room 
for use by town organizations, free of charge, closed-circuit TV for use in instructing 
bowling classes and tile showers. 

The Providence Corporation would be one of the town's biggest taxpayers, if the 
sale is approved, Selectman Walter Borowicz has said. 

Selectman James B. Lanagan said the bowling center "would broaden the tax base 
and improve the (town's) business climate." 

Recreation Role Seen 

It would also make Fairhaven a "family recreation center" for the Greater New 
Bedford area, selectmen said. Cost of constructing the 150-by-250-foot building would 
be $250,000, selectmen said. Equipment and furnishings would account for the balance 
of the $1,000,000. 

The building and a parking lot would cover 5 acres of the 14-acre site. Other 
businesses might be built there later, but "nothing definite is planned," the company said. 

Disclosure of the plans was made unexpectedly near the close of the selectmen' s 
meeting at Town Hall. It was not on the agenda. 

Secret Kept 

The name of the company and the nature of its business had been kept secret to 
thwart competition from other communities, selectmen said. 

Selectmen and Planning Board members, who approve of the sale, foresee the 
possibility of opposition at the March 19 meeting. 

Use of the land for a central fire station, for a police station, or for a Sewer and 
Water Commission storage area, has been suggested by various town residents. 

Selectmen cannot make a binding agreement without town meeting approval of 
the sale. 

*************** 

(March 11, 1960 - Town Meeting Member - Letter to Editor of Standard-Times) 

After attending a precinct meeting and finding out why the town wants to sell 
and close the Town Infirmary property for the sum of $40,000, I only hope the town 
meeting members will give considerable thought as to what will happen when they 
vote. 
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First, if they vote to sell, they will be throwing down the drain, the right for 
all townspeople to vote in the next town elections, as to what they want done in the 
matter, after so many, spent so much time and energy, to get the bill passed, so they 
could. 

To sell will not bring any $1,000,000 industry, but a bowling alley, with profit 
to no one but the enterprise that runs it. All the town will receive is taxes. 

If we sell, for $40,000 a piece of property that is so well suited for the police, 
water, sewer and fire stations, where can we find another piece of town property 
without it costing us the same price? 

I say, wake up town meeting members, before the wool is pulled over your 
eyes by the hurry-up-and-sell scheme. Vote NO on selling it, and keep the town
owned land, or next year, taxpayers will pay to place the police, water, sewer and 
fire station on somebody else's land. 

Vote YES to place the police, water, sewer and fire stations there now. 

The bowling alley needs 5 acres, which can be found anywhere along Route 6 
in that vicinity. 

Don't give them our town-owned 14 acres that we need for our own 
buildings. 

*************** 
(New Bedford Standard-Times article - March 11, 1960) 

Bowling Alley Plan Opposed 

"Words and facts vied for attention last night at a Fairhaven Planning Board 
hearing on a rezoning request involving Town Infirmary land. Fairhaven selectmen 
want the land rezoned for business, so the town can sell it to a Providence, R.I. 
company for a $1,000,000 bowling center. 

Selectmen last night, supported the proposed zoning change, which would 
affect the site at Washington Street and Sconticut Neck Road. A resident countered 
that the selectmen are trying to "sell" the idea for the bowling center to town voters. 
After the hearing, the Planning Board voted to consider the rezoning petition 
further, at a meeting at 7:30 Thursday night at its Town Hall office 

Selectmen will ask a special town meeting, March 19, to authorize the sale to 
the Berryhill Corporation of Providence. Selectmen said the bowling center would 
be a desirable business that would help check the town's "soaring" tax rate." 

"Mr. Silveira conceded that the $40,000 offered by the Providence Company 
for the land is a "very low" offer. However, the company must have some incentive 
to "build 
in town," he said. Mr. Borowicz added that the situation "is a buyer's market, not a 
seller's market." 
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"Selectmen will sign no sales agreement unless "absolutely certain" the land 
would be used for a bowling center," Mr. Silveira said. 

The Providence Company's real estate broker, G. Raymond Lamarre of 
Fairhaven, defended the rezoning request as recognition of an accomplished fact. 

The area is "predominantly a business area," he said. A package store, two 
motels and other enterprises are nearby", he said. Mr. Lamarre said Monday that 
the Providence Company's plan is to purchase only 10 of the site's 14 acres. 

Baseball Site 

The remaining 4 acres could be used for relocating a Little League baseball field, 
at the site. 

*************** 
(March 23, 1960- New Bedford Standard-Times article) 

Infirmary Closes April 1 
Fairhaven Board Sets Early Date 

Fairhaven Town Infirmary will close officially April 1, the selectmen's office 
announced today. 

Selectmen made the decision about midnight Monday, Chairman Walter A. 
Silveira said. Their office was to start taking inventory today. 

Town Meeting members Saturday, appropriated $2,5000 to maintain the infirmary 
until its closing. It was estimated on the floor, that this amount would carry the institution 
along until June 1. 

Mr. Silveira said the selectmen felt earlier closing would save on salaries and 
leave funds for moving expenses. Salaries of the three employees - a housekeeper, 
matron-superintendent and caretaker - will terminate April 1. 

Mr. Silveira said the selectmen's office, will place the only inmate, an 83-year-old 
woman, in a Fairhaven nursing or rest home. Mr. Silveira also said the infirmary 
residents will be allowed a liberal period of time to relocate. 

These are Mrs. Rose A. Barcellos, matron since 1941 , and matron-superintendent 
since the death of her husband, John in 1943; Mrs. Barcellos' two sons; Mrs. Alice 
McManus, about 74, housekeeper since about 1926, and Florida ("Shoo") Audette, 57, a 
boarder. 

Mr. Silveira said the inventory includes two cows and 25 or 30 chickens. In 
addition, the infirmary is boarding a horse. 
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(April 8, 1960 - New Bedford Standard-Times article) 

Infirmary Sale Nears In Fairhaven 

Fairhaven selectmen hope to complete negotiations tomorrow, for the sale of 
Town Infirmary property to Melmar Investment Corporation of Delaware, for a 
Providence firm planning to build a $1,000,000 bowling center on the site. 

Negotiations have been held in abeyance for several weeks while legal counsel for 
the selectmen checked a proposed agreement between the two parties. 

Town meeting voters March 19, authorized the selectmen to sell the land to 
Melmar for not less than $40,000, so the bowling center could be built. 

Among the sale conditions under consideration is the question of who pays the 
commission to G. Raymond Lamarre, real estate agent handling the transfer. 

A proposed contract presented to the selectmen March 21 calls for Melmar to pay 
5 percent and the town pay 5 percent, a total of $4,000. 

Whether the selectmen could legally pay part of the commission without calling a 
special town meeting for approval was uncertain today. 

Chairman Walter Silveira, of the selectmen said Attorney William H. Carey, 
who has been examining the proposed agreement, feels his viewpoint on the legality of 
the situation should not be made public before the negotiations. 

Issue Involved 

Another issue involved, is the use to which Melmar plans to put 5 acres of its 
proposed 10-acre purchase. It was announced at a March 7 selectmen's meeting that the 
bowling center and parking lot, together, would cover 5 acres. 

How far the selectmen will press for this information, and whether they will 
attempt to write a restriction on Melmar' s use of the land into the agreement, will not be 
known until the negotiations in Fairhaven Town Hall. 
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(April 10, 1960 - New Bedford Standard-Times article) 

Site for Bowling Center Sold by Fairhaven Board 

Fairhaven's new $1,000,000 bowling center moved close to the construction stage 
yesterday when the town selectmen and Melmar Investment Corporation of Delaware 
completed negotiations for sale of Town Infirmary property to Melmar. A $40,000 
agreement was signed in Fairhaven Town Hall by the three selectmen and Melvin T. 
Berry of Providence, Melmar president, who also heads the Providence firm planning to 
build the bowling center. 

Selectmen agreed to convey approximately 10 acres of the 14-acre site at 
Washington Street and Sconticut Neck Road, by May 2 at the latest. Town meeting has 
decreed that construction start within 90 days after title passes. 

Built by Fall 

Chairman Walter A. Silveira, of the selectmen, termed the brief negotiating 
session "cordial and harmonious." He said he feels Melmar wishes earnestly to 
co-operate with the town. 

Mr. Berry told the selectmen the building is scheduled to be completed early in 
September. He said bowling league applications will be accepted immediately for the Fall 
season. 

Following directives of the March 19 town meeting, the agreement specifies the 
site must be used for a 150-by-250-foot bowling center with at least 44 lanes and 
equipment, at not less than $200,000. 

Under a protective clause written into the document, Melmar would have to sell 
the land back to the town for $5,000 if terms of the agreement are not met. 

Would Lose $35,000 

Attorney William H. Carey who drew up the agreement as legal counsel for the 
selectmen, and who was present at the meeting, said later that Melmar's willingness to 
accept the $35,000 loss it would incur under the clause is evidence of the company's 
good faith. 

Mr. Berry also told the selectmen the company will permit Fairhaven Little 
League to use its ball field on the property as long as there is no interference with 
construction. He said present plans do not call for any construction where the diamond is 
situated. 

However, under the agreement, the town would have to remove the Little League 
equipment if, within 30 days after title passes, Melmar decides to build on this portion of 
the site. 

The bowling center and parking facilities together are expected to cover 5 acres. 
Mr. Silveira quoted Mr. Berry as saying the unoccupied space will be "for future use in 
case we need it." 
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50 Feet Back 

The agreement stipulates that the building be set back at least 50 feet from both roadways. 
Mr. Carey said the company plans to build even farther back from the road. 

Melmar bas agreed to buy the infirmary building and barn, which means the company will 
have charge of the razing. Mr. Berry said the construction will be under a Providence contractor, 
who bas built other bowling alleys for the firm, and local workmen will be employed. 

Whether the bowling center will operate Sunday mornings was still undetermined yesterday. 
Mr. Silveira bas stated that all-day Sunday operation might be in violation of State Law. 

Also present at yesterdays' meeting was G. Raymond Lamarre, real estate agent in the 
transaction. Mr. Lamarre's commission will be paid by Melmar. 

*************** 

(May 6, 1960 - New Bedford Standard-Times article) 
Bowling Alley Permits Issued 

Fairhaven building inspector R. Ezra Hawkins issued permit to Melmar 
Corporation of Providence for the construction of bowling alleys on the southeast comer 
of Washington Street and Sconticut Neck Road, 352 by 153.6 feet, at an estimated cost of 
$200,000. 

J. J. England of 34 King Street, New Bedford, received a permit to raze the town 
infirmary at Washington Street and Sconticut Neck Road, to clear the site for the bowling 
alleys. 

*************** 

(May 10, 1960 - New Bedford Standard-Times article) 

Fairhaven Little League Officials Ask Property for 
Permanent Diamond 

Little League officials told the Fairhaven selectmen last night, they want 
to buy 
4 acres of the former infirmary property, as a site for a permanent baseball field. 
"We're perfectly willing to clean out the brush and put the field in shape if we 
have some guarantee we won't be pushed off it in a few years." President Charles 
L. Faria said. 

The 4 acres are all that remain of the 14-acre property once occupied by he 
infirmary. The other 10 were sold to a firm now clearing the area for bowling 
alleys. 

Faria, who was accompanied to the board meeting by Woodland Drake, asked the 
selectmen to include the proposal in the warrant of a town meeting. 

He said the Sconticut Neck Road location would be the best possible place for the field, 
since six teams already exist in the neighborhood and more are expected. 
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