
There was a persistent rivalry among them and their annuals and records, if 
conscientiously collected, would occupy a considerable space in the history of the town 
in which they were located. Their several aims were more or less divergent according to 
the creeds of their proprietors, but they had one attribute in common, a sterling integrity 
which has left its imprint upon the young men and women who came under their 
influence and received the benefits of the sound training which they dispersed. 

A school which may be taken as a type of the early academy, is the Fairhaven 
Female Seminary, more familiarly know as the Gould School. Of this school of schools, 
there were really two, the forerunner was established in Fairhaven in 1823 and flourished 
as late as 1855, if not one or two years longer. 

*************** 

Following is an insert that explains the information about the first Gould School in 
Fairhaven village: 

(Old-Time Fairhaven by Charles A. Harris Vol. 1 p. 133) 

"Rev. Mr. Gould conducted a private school for a quarter of a century, first in a dwelling 
house on the east side of Main street in the line of the railroad When the railroad was 
established in 1854, the house was moved south of the railroad tracks to the west side of 
Main Street. An ell of the house was moved to a lot at the foot of Walnut Street, occupied 
by Joseph Morse and family. Afterwards, William Goulds' school was removed to the 
Alden (Back) Road in East Fairhaven, some distance north." 

(Transcription now continues) 

*************** 
It is impossible to establish all the dates in connection with this school with 

perfect accuracy, as much of the information concerning the school and its career, has of 
necessity been gleaned from persons now well past the prime of life, yet the first date, 
which is that of the establishment of the first Gould School is probably exact, as it was 
obtained from an advertisement in The Morning Mercury of March 4, 1825, which 
recited the fact that the school had already been in existence at the time for two years. 
There is some doubt about the latter date, as the writer is unable to discover at exactly 
what date the second Gould School closed its doors. The property on the Back Road 
where it was located, passed from the hands of the Gould family to a Mr. Flynn, a 
carpenter in 1857. The school is said to have been in operation almost up to this time. 

Although the second school, that on the Back Road, is the better known of the 
institutions conducted by the Goulds, it is not out of place to say something here of the 
first Gould School, as the two were essentially the same in character, aims and methods. 
As has been said, the first Gould School, officially known as the Fairhaven Female 
Seminary, was established in Fairhaven village in 1823. 
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It was admirably situated, occupying a site that gave it a view of the waters of the 
harbor and bay. The original building has long since been demolished and its exact 
location cannot be ascertained, but it was situated on Main Street near the railroad tracks 
at a point about where Henry Crowell now lives. It was a favorite school of the 
Congregationalists and the leading young people of the town went there. Although it was 
advertised as a female seminary, a number of young boys between the ages of 5 and 14 
years were received there as day scholars. Among this number was Job C. Tripp of 
Fairhaven, who attended this institution when he was six years old. Notwithstanding the 
fact that William Gould's name was subscribed to the articles and advertisements of the 
school, his eldest daughter, Charlotte, occupied the position of principal, as she did in the 
more recent school on the Back Road. This was done undoubtedly because Mr. Gould 
was largely occupied with his duties as the minister of the Congregational Church, and at 
that time could give to the school only his supervision and direction. 

The advertisement in the Mercury of March 4, 1825, which was previously 
referred to, will serve to give some idea of the scope of instruction obtainable in the 
Gould School. It ran as follows: 

Fairhaven Female Seminary 
This institution was established two years since. Its object is to promote a regular 

course in the study of the several branches of an English education and to keep in view 
the future respectability and usefulness of female youth. 

In point of location, few places present greater advantages for an establishment 
of this kind, than Fairhaven. 

For the better accommodation of scholars, a commodious building has been 
erected for the present season, pleasantly situated in a part of the village open to the sea, 
and presenting many, a select retreat for necessary relaxation. With the first branches of 
an English education will be taught History, Rhetoric, Logic, Philosophy, Chemistry, 
Astronomy, Composition, the use of Globes and the projection, Moral instruction, Watts 
on the Mind and Edwards on the Affections. Scholars attending these several branches 
will be divided into appropriate classes. 

Painting in Water and Oil Colours, and in Crayons, on paper, wood, canvas, silk 
and velvet. 

Term will commence the first Monday in May. Tuition $3. 00 to $5. 00 per quarter. 
Board $1.50 per week including washing. 

Particular attention will be paid to the manners and morals of the youth. 

William Gould 

(On February 23, 1836 Mr. Brown wrote the following.) 

The Morning Mercury of November 10, 1826, contains an article written by one 
"Calvin," as he signs himself, who has recently visited the Gould School during an 
examination, and who has felt moved to incorporate his impressions of this institution in 
a general exposition of his idea on education. At this time the Gould School comprised 
of 60 young ladies, of whom "Calvin" writes as follows: 
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"The answers of the pupils to the questions proposed were uniformly given with 
prompting and accuracy, and one or two excepted, it would have been difficult to select 
any who particularly excelled. From the general appearance of the school, and from the 
whole examination, I am convinced that the school deserves its high reputation and that 
the young ladies have pursued their studies with commendable faithfulness and industry." 

After this, "Calvin" goes on for two columns to discuss education in general. 

Two years later, in 1828, the character of the school went under a change, and it 
was described at that time as a "private boarding school." An advertisement in April of 
that year, set forth that the change was made "for the better accommodation of a select 
class of young Misses by the year, at $140 per year- including board, tuition, stationary, 
washing, fuel and lights." According to the advertisement particular attention was to be 
paid "to the improvement of the young Misses' manners and morals." 

Such was the first Gould School, a strict Orthodox institution, run by a clergyman 
of conservative ideas and sterling principles. The second school was much like it. The 
circumstances, which led up to its establishment, may have something of interest in them 
to those who remember the school. 

William Gould, its founder, had been for many years the minister of the 
Congregational Church in Fairhaven, which stood on the ground where Phoenix Hall is. 
This was the only Congregational Church in the town. Mr. Gould was an able man and a 
hard worker and, unlike ministers of the present day, he had never had a vacation till 
sometime in the early 1830s, when the church decided to give him one. The minister 
graciously accepted and went away on his holiday. Meanwhile, Jacob Roberts, an 
Englishman and staunch Calvinist, was called to fill his place temporarily. He proved an 
able preacher, and was so well liked that the church settled on him. When Mr. Gould 
came back he found his pulpit occupied. 

A bitter controversy ensued, which resulted in a split in the church and a new 
church was built for Mr. Gould where the Methodist Church now stands. But the town 
could not support two churches, and the result was a material decrease in Mr. Gould' s 
income. To repair the depletion of his coffers, the good man started his second school
the Gould Female Seminary- a school, which in its day, acquired a great prestige. 

A tract ofland on the Back Road in Fairhaven, comprising some 88 acres, was 
acquired by the Goulds in 1834 from Enoch A. Jenney for the new school, and a story 
and a half cottage was built for the accommodation of Mr. Gould's family and the 
housing of the pupils. A square, hip roof building, was built in the rear and was furnished 
as a schoolroom (see pictures at beginning of article) It was connected with the house by a 
covered passage and was two stories in height. Here the 30 or more, young women of Mr. 
Gould's school were instructed in the polite arts of painting pictures and reading 
philosophy. 

*************** 

(34] 



In the upper left section of this map you find Back (Alden) Road joining with 
Main Street just as it is in 2010. In the center ofthis section of the map, Rev. Gould's 
home and dormitory for boarding students, is located on the east side of the road, as is the 
school building erected behind the house with a closed-in walkway connecting the home 
and the school. 

Just for further information this map also shows the Woodside Cemetery and 
north of that is the original "Town House" (Hall) for the then Town of Fairhaven. 

*************** 

Charlotte Gould, the eldest daughter, was the head of the school and her sisters 
Martha and Sarah assisted her. Mrs. Charles Drew, then a Miss Bent, was also a teacher 
in the school at one time. The only one of the Gould sisters now living is Sarah, the 
youngest, who married a Lewin and moved to Pawtucket. 

Miss Alice Fish of Fairhaven recalls that the Gould School pupils were a lively 
lot of youngsters and invariably hungry as well. It was the custom of the school to exact 
their attendance at church on Sundays and the scholars were brought down in the 
morning in two large carriages. 

After the morning service and remaining for the afternoon meeting, the scholars 
were sure to have active appetites, and it was their custom to visit Mrs. Nathaniel Pope 
on Centre Street where they were certain of finding a store of good things awaiting them. 
It was there that Miss Fish saw them and she remembers that they always went away 
happy with an ample supply of doughnuts and cookies. 
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The discipline of the Gould School was rather strict - at least it would be 
regarded so nowadays - and the immediate family, was sometimes accustomed to indulge 
in pleasures not accorded the pupils. An incident, illustrative of this characteristic on the 
part of the Goulds, is recalled by Job C. Tripp of Fairhaven. 

At about the time when the Gould School was at its height of popularity, there 
came to New Bedford two Italian harpists. They were sweet players, and in their tour of 
the country had acquired a considerable reputation for musical ability. 

Their arrival suggested to Mr. Tripp and two other ofFairhaven's young bloods, 
a means of paying a delicate compliment to the young ladies of the Gould School which 

might possibly result in some measure of benefit, to themselves. Accordingly, they hired 
a landau with a fine pair of horses and engaged the celebrated musicians to accompany 
them one moonlight night on a trip to the Gould School. 

landau 

The party started out merrily for the school. As they neared the place, they took 
care to be very quiet, so that nothing should be heard at first but the strains of sweet 
music. The carriage stopped under the windows of the school on the side where the 
young ladies were supposed to be quartered. The harpists tuned their instruments and 
began in the moonlight one of their most enticing melodies. For a time, no movement 
was detected in the house, but at length a window opened in the upper part of the house 
and a voice invited them to wait a minute. They did so most willingly, with visions of 
being invited in perhaps and entertained by some of the young ladies in charming 
negligee. After they had waited for some minutes the door of the house opened and Mr. 
Gould, himself, descended the stone steps, bearing in his hands a huge plum pudding. 
The adventuresome youths and the harpists were given their fill, but no one else 
appeared, and it was not till the next day that they learned the reason. 

When one of the serenaders met a young lady from the school and asked her how 
she liked their concert, she replied that neither she nor any of the other girls had heard a 
note of it, as they were quartered in the rear of the house and the Goulds had not told 
them of their nocturnal visitors, till they came to the breakfast table in the morning. 
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The Goulds knew how to turn a penny to good account. For instance, it is said 
they used to make a cough syrup, which was put up there, and the young ladies were 
required to do the bottling. 

(An Excerpt from an article of The Evening Mercury dated Feb. 2, 1901) 

"Mr. Thomas Nye at 16 years of age in 1848, worked on the Gould Farm for 14 years. 
When Thomas left the farm in 1882 to enter the Civil War, there were 30 cows and 3 horses on 
the Gould farm. Another source of revenue of Mr. Gould was Gould's Cough Syrup. Mr. Nye 
remembers filling many bottles and the returns for this product was between $4, 000 and $5, 000 
per year. " 

It is not possible to obtain anything like an adequate list of those who attended 
this famous school, but prominent among them were: Louise H. Seabury, who married 
Edward E. Haskell of the late firm of Haskell & Tripp; Eunice Tripp, who became the 
wife of William Bartlett, and Mary Hathaway, who married a Mr. Wade Lemuel Wilcox, 
who was also a pupil at the school for a time, for although it was primarily a school for 
young ladies, a number of young boys between the ages of 14 and 16 were admitted. 

Mrs. Eliza Allen of Long Plain, remembers William Gould as a "splendid old 
man." She recalls a particular occasion, when she was a child, she saw Mr. Gould at a 
Sunday school picnic. He was the presiding genius of the affair and appeared to be 
everybody's friend. His speech on that occasion, was a very impressive affair in the 
minds of the children who heard it. Although Mrs. Allen is a woman well along in years, 
she recalls perfectly, the opening words of this speech, which Mr. Gould began: "It is 
under the most auspicious circumstances that we meet today. The smiles of heaven look 
down upon us with a benign light" - and so on, through a long train of soundings periods. 

The Gould house with its broad acres, was sold in 1857 to a Mr. Flynn, who, a 
year later, sold the property to William B. Sullens (Sullings?), then a candy manufacturer 
in the city of New Bedford. The house was occupied by Mr. Sullens, as a residence, for 
nearly 40 years till, in 1894, the premises passed into the hands of the present owners, 
Delisle and Langlois. The house where the Goulds lived and conducted their school was 
burned about three years ago. (1901) 

(added excerpt) 
"Early 1870 's Mr. Gould sold the property to Peter V. Flynn. Mr. Gould went west to visit his 
son and returned east to live with his daughter in Pawtucket, RI " 

(added excerpt from Feb. 2, 1901 article) 
"Later property sold to William P. Sullings and still later owned by John A. 

Delisle and then to Edward A. Dillingham of Acushnet and on to Abrama Delisle. " 

(an excerpt from The Morning Mercury dated Feb. 2, 1901) 
Residence on Sullings Place Destroyed by Fire 

"A defective chimney was the cause of afire on the Sullings place on the Acushnet road (Back 
Road), resulted in the total destruction of the house and almost a total loss of its contents. 

The house was owned by Abram Des lisle and was occupied by him, his brother John, and 
John Rivard. " 

(2010 note: This land was probably located where Rivard Street is located, off of Alden Road.) 
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William Gould's school exists only as a memory with those few persons now 
living who were familiar with it in the old days. Time, which throws a softening charm 
over all human things, has done its work with the Gould School and of the methods of its 
proprietor which was harshly criticized by some of his contemporaries not of his own 
religious persuasion, nothing is remembered now, but the beneficent influences of the 
school and the good it has done the community. Mr. Gould died in 1871 at the age of78. 

*************** 

EARLY ALDEN ROAD 
HOUSES 

circa - 1830 - present 

********************* 

Albert/Howland House 
Chace/Peckham/Staffon House 

Austin House 

;J,fj.s.{en.ne.'>'. 
•J.MoRl!r • 

In the 1855 State Census of Fairhaven those living in the house located on the 
Northeast comer of Alden Road and Boston Hill Road, were: Ivory C. Albert (60 years of 
age) - Hannah Albert (83 years old), mother of Ivory C. Albert. Also there was Abby 
Albert Bumnum (23 years of age) - John Albert ( 19 years old) and Martha Rogers at 48 
and Martha Rogers at 14 years of age. Could possibly be, a housekeeper & daughter. 

Both Ivory and John's occupations were listed as Farmers. 

On June 20th 1824, Ivory Albert, who was born in 1795 married Abigail Tripp, 
who also was born in 1795. Abigail "passed away" September 22nd 1831 at 36 years of 
age. 
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The Massachusetts Historical Commission's description of the Walter C. Howland home, 
records that: In 1978, the Massachusetts Historical Commission recorded, at the Millicent 
Library, information about the historic house at Alden Road and Boston Hill Road. 

"1 (one) story frame house, ridge parallel to street. 4 bays . .. center chimney . .• stone 
foundation. Circa 1830 . ..•.. Original owner Capt. Ivory Albert Est . .... . 

Farm with Dwelling and Barn." 

The above photo was taken in 2010. The original house was only the front section. An 
addition was constructed years ago (no date available). 
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Photos Courtesy of James Corcoran 

The symbol on Ivory's headstone indicates that he was a member of the Masons. 
These members of the Albert Family were laid to rest at the Woodside Cemetery on 

Main Street in North Fairhaven. 
Captain Ivory C. Albert's whaling voyages information is located in the section of 

Book 1 listed as: 
EAST FAIRHAVEN 

WHALING CAPTAINS - CREWMEN 
AND 

OWNERS 

[39] 



HOWLAND FAMILY IN EAST FAIRHAVEN 

The Rowlands of East Fairhaven began with Henry Howland, one of the 3 
Howland brothers who came to America. They were Arthur, Henry and John Howland. 
Henry came to America on the second voyage of the Mayflower in 1629 and upon his 
settling in Plymouth, Henry became well-thought of, because of his integrity, thrift, 
uprightness and religious faith as a Quaker. 

Toward the latter part of his life, he bought large tracts ofland and it was in 1652 
that he bought acres ofland in Old Dartmouth. In 1664, Henry Howland acquired a large 
piece of land in Mattapoisett that was so large that it encompassed parts of East 
Fairhaven, which became, over many years, the "stomping grounds" for the tenth through 
twelfth generations of Rowlands. 

The wife of Henry Howland was Mary Newland and their sons were Samuel, 
John and Zoeth. Zoeth married a lady named Abigail, whose maiden name is unknown. 
Zoeth and Abigail had eight children, one of which was Nathaniel, who is the person that 
brings the line of Rowlands toward today's Rowlands of East Fairhaven. 

Nathaniel Howland, was born on August 5, 1657 in Duxbury, MA and the 
Howland family history indicates that Nathaniel and family, sometime in his young years, 
probably was in this area when his father, Zoeth moved the family to Dartmouth. 

Nathaniel was known to have been remarkable, as he was "one of the foremost 
men in social, religious, business and political affairs." He served his town as a 
Selectman, town Moderator and "tithingman," otherwise known now, as the Tax Man. 
Nathaniel married Rose Allen of Dartmouth, and they brought into this world, James 
Howland, born in 1689, who in years to come, would seem to carry on the interests of his 
town, as did his father. Between 1711 and 1742, the town records show that James served 
as Surveyor of Highways, Jury member, Fence-Viewer, Town Clerk, Selectman, 
Moderator, Assessor and Constable and was married to Deborah Cook of Tiverton, R.I. 

One of James' and Deborah's children was named James Howland Jr., born 
November 3rd 1719, who married Elizabeth Wing of Westport Village, which at that time, 
was a part of the 115,000 acres ofland known as Dartmouth. James Jr. was a successful 
buyer and seller of real estate. Elizabeth Wing was born in 1723 and died October 10th 
1778. 

Wing Howland, one of James Jr. and Elizabeth's 15 children, was born May 28th 
1750 and he married Elizabeth Huttleston on April 3rd 1774. Elizabeth was born April 
27th 1757 and died February 13th 1836. Now we are getting to the Head-of-the-River 
Road and Back Road with Wing Howland who came from Dartmouth and bought the 
land that stretched from the Acushnet River to Adams Street and that continued eastward 
to Head-of-the-River Road and Back Road. 

Wing and Elizabeth's son John Howland, with his 1st wife Phebe Kempton, had 
four children. Phebe was born June 30th 1775. John's 2nd wife was Mercy Nye who was 
born March 26th 1781 . 
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John and Mercy also brought forth four children, one of which was Emily 
Howland who married Jonathan Bourne. Mercy died October 3rd 1861. John Howland, 
husband of Phebe and Mercy, was born November 6th 1776, married Mercy August 29th 
1812 and John died November 9th 1849. 

John Howland and 1st wife, Phebe were the parents of John M. Howland, born on 
July 29th 1810 in Fairhaven, MA. John M. was a cooper, by trade, and also worked on his 
father's farm and married Matilda Coleman. Matilda's parents were Samuel and Phebe 
(Folger) Coleman who were originally from Nantucket. John M. also came to own many 
whaling ships and then retired to farm the Howland lands and serve the Town of 
Fairhaven by holding several town offices. John M. was interested in Horticulture and 
Agriculture and purchased the land extending eastward from the original Howland Farm 
to Back Road. Howland Road in Fairhaven was named after John M. Howland. 

John M. and Matilda had nine children between 1834 and 1855, one of which was 
Walter Folger Howland, born February 7th 1840, in Fairhaven, MA. Walter married 
Gertrude Cushman and in 1876 he and his wife took the children to California to seek his 
fortune. While there Walter contracted the smallpox disease and died December 1st 1877. 

Widow Gertrude Cushman Howland then returned home to Fairhaven with her 
four children, Walter Coleman, Herbert F., William S. and Gertrude M. Howland and 
started life anew in marrying George F. Drew who was a Farm Laborer. In 1880, George 
and Gertrude had a son who was named Lewis A. Drew. 

Walter F. Howland was raised on the Howland properties off of Back Road and as 
a child, would walk to school with his sister, Laura Nye Howland, down Long Road to 
the Stone Schoolhouse that was located on Bread and Cheese Lane (North Street). The 
Massachusetts State School Register of 1855, shows that Walter F. and Laura N. 
Howland attended classes from April 30th 1855 through March 8th 1856. Walter was 15 
years of age and Laura was 12 years of age. 

Walter F. Howland, during the Civil War, served in Co. C, 3rd Massachusetts 
Calvary; wounded at Winchester, recovered and came back to Fairhaven. 

One of the 4 children of Walter F. and Gertrude Cushman Howland, who came 
back to Fairhaven from California, was Walter Coleman Howland who took over all of 
the Howland farmlands located on both sides of the Back Road. The Rowlands also 
owned parcels of land on the west side of Alden Road that had been part of the Edward 
Dana's property. 

Walter C. Howland married Adella Francis Young of Fairhaven. Adella was born 
April 6th 1882. Walter and Adella raised 11 children - Mildred - Frances - Walter -
Hazel Edith - Herbert William - Henry Folger - Nelson - Kenneth - Gilbert - Allen -
Donald. 

This brings the history of the East Fairhaven Howland family to a conclusion. 
Now, the house that had been occupied by Rowlands for many years will be evaluated. 

*************** 
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In researching information about the house on the Map of 1855, found that the 
house on the northeast comer of Alden Road and Boston Hill Road, seems to be that it 
might be the oldest house on Alden Road today in 2010. The 1877 Map, seen at the 
beginning of the Howland story also shows a house in the same location. 

The "barn" at this farm that was recorded in 1978, came to the farm in 1887. 
Mr. Charles A. Harris, author of three volumes of Fairhaven history, in his publication 
of Old-Time Fairhaven, written in the 1940s, gave to Fairhaven an account 
of the life in the town from many years ago. Following are excerpts from Mr. Harris' 
story about the ''barn-to-be" at the Howland property on the Alden Road of today. 

Old-Time Fairhaven by Charles A. Harris 
1947 

Vol. 1 - page 136 

"School District No. 12 and 13 - Center of Fairhaven Village 

In this district, which was in Fairhaven village, there were four schoolhouses and 
six schools. The building on Center Street was erected in 1832, and was enlarged in 1843 
in order to accommodate the Grammar school, a new institution for the town. The land 
was sold to the Town of Fairhaven, by William Rotch Jr., for $493.50 for the 
schoolhouse already erected (summer of 1832). Besides the Grammar school, which was 
on the upper floor, there were on the lower floor the Infant and Medium schools. Along 
in 1849-50, Mr. M. L. Montague was the Grammar school principal. The Grammar 
school accommodated 80 pupils. The building was sold in 1887, taken down by John 
Bradford, and re-erected on the Walter C. Howland farm on Alden road where it now 
stands. Taking leave of the old building in 1885, it was our pleasure to stand within the 
walls of the old structure sixty years later. The old bell, the rope of which hung in the 
classroom on the south, was sold to Capt. Eben Pierce for $20.20." 

Mr. Harris was a student at the Center Grammar School in the 1880s. "Taking 
leave of the old building in 1885" meant that the students, in 1885, would then be 
attending school in the Rogers School, the first large building gift of Henry Huttleston 
Rogers. 

The next excerpt from Old-Time Fairhaven Volume 2 - page 180 adds more 
to the "barn-to-be" story. 

(Excerpt) 
"The Center Grammar and Primary school closed forever. Disintegration began. 

In August, 1885, the furniture was distributed between the Oxford Stone Schoolhouse 
and the Sconticut Neck School." 

(Note: The Sconticut Neck School was a one-room school located on Sconticut Neck Road.) 

"In this same year the Knights of Labor held their meetings on the second floor of 
this building. In June, 1886, the bell, rung and tolled from the upper recitation room, 
extending the entire width of the building, by all the boys ever attended, was sold to 
Captain Eben Pierce, who sent it to Pennsylvania. Its weight was 201 pounds." 

"In April, 1887, the school building was sold. The schoolhouse is now on the 
property of the late Walter C. Howland (1869-1945), on Alden Road, near Boston Hill 
Road." 
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The 1887 schoolhouse became a barn for the Walter C. Howland family for 77 
years. In 1964 the school-barn had served its purpose well and was burned down to make 
room for the building of a house for the family of Henry Howland, one of the 11 children 
of Walter and Adella Howland. 

*************** 

J. Chace/J. S. Peckham/J. Staffon House 
182 Alden Road 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission in, 1978, documented another house just south 
of the 213 Alden Road Albert/Howland house. At that time the owner of the house at 

182 Alden Road was John Staffon. The report reads: 

"Dwelling - 1 story frame house - ridge parallel to street - 5 bays - center entry -
center chimney - circa 1840 - Gothic Revival style -

The Outbuildings on the property were "Greenhouses" - Lot size was one acre or less. 

With the above information, researching found that on the Fairhaven map of 
1855, Joseph Chase owned the property, then going back to the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission report, it was stated that, in 1868, Mildred Chase owned the property. 

1855-Map 

In 1855,there were not many houses on Back Road. Mr. Joseph Chace was the 
owner of the property just south of the Albert/Howland House. In 1855 the State Census 
Report has Joseph Chace, at 56 year old, living at 182 Alden Road along with Hope 
Chace, 63 years of age and Sarah Chace at 58 years old. 

The 1871 map has a Miss Chace as the owner of the property. 
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Joseph Chace 
Mr. Chace, the earliest known owner of the house on Back Road, 

was born inl 800 and died at 56 years of age on March 10, 1856, one year after the 1855 
map of the area was printed. 

Mr. Chace was laid to rest in the Woodside Cemetery in North Fairhaven, MA 

In 1895 the map shows that the house owned by Miss Chase was then owned by: 

Jacob S. Peckham 

Map of1895 

/ 

. ,,- n.r 
· t·· "' (I, . ,. : 

' 
l 
.,.. 

\ ' \ -,.\.. 

\ -
The symbols on the 1895 map indicate that the Jacob S. Peckham property also included 

a barn and greenhouses. 
The 1910 Fairhaven Street Directory has Samuel S. Peckham residing at 

187 Alden Road with his widowed mother, Annette W. Peckham. It was in 1909 that the 
Head-of-the-River Road name was officially changed to Alden Road. Samuel, at this 
time, was growing carnations and as time went on, research found that by 1914, Samuel's 
business developed into the Peckham Floral Company, with the Nurseries and 
Greenhouses being located at 187 Alden Road in Fairhaven with a Salesroom located at 
35 Walnut Street in New Bedford, MA. 
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The Peckham Florist offered Wholesale and Retail Plants - Shrubs - Trees -
Flowers and Floral and Wedding Decorations until the year 1923 when the business was 
sold to Antone Rocha Coelho, who preferred the name of"Tony" Rocha. 

"Tony" had been employed by the Peckham's as a laborer in 1917 and also was 
designated as the Watchman of the property from 1919-1922. "Tony" married Maria 
Pereira in 1931. The Rocha family continued in the Florist business, at 225 Alden Road 
until the death of"Tony" in 1959 when the Rocha daughter, Mary and husband John 
Staffon and family, continued in the Nursery/Greenhouse business. 

Mary Rocha-Coelho Staffon' s parents: 

"Tony" & Maria 

In the 1930s, Domingo S. & Rose Benton rented, from the Rocha family the 
Nursery/Geenhouse business at 187 Alden Road, while the Rocha family worked their 

farmland. In 1943 the Benton's moved their business and built their own greenhouses at 
the comer of Peirce's Point Rd. and Washington Street in East Fairhaven. That property 

and business is now known as G. Bourne Knowles. 

John Staffon 
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The John Staffon family, in 1943, then continued the Nursery/Greenhouse business 
at 225 Alden Road for many years. 
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Reuben W. Austin House 
161 Alden Road 

The Reuben W. Austin farm on Head-of-the-River Road was located south of the 
Boston Hill Road, as reported in the State Census of 1865. 

Living in the home of Reuben W. (47 y.o.a.) and wife, Jane W. Robinson Austin (50 
y.o.a.) were their children: Eunice B. (24 y.o.a.) - Mary R. (22 y.o.a.) - Hiram A. (15 
y.o.a.) whose occupation was listed as "Mariner" - Loring M. (13 y.o.a.) - Louisa J. (9 
y.o.a.) and Ella E. (8 months old). 

Reuben W. was born in 1816-died in Fairhaven, October 31, 1904 at 88 yrs. 
Jane W. Robinson Austin was born on Naushon Island in 1816 - died in Fairhaven, 

July 17, 1897 at 81 yrs. 
Reuben and Jane are "at rest" in the Naskatucket Cemetery 

The Map of 1895 shows that L. Austin (Loring) had a house just south of his parents, 
Reuben & Jane. The State Census indicates that Loring M. Austin (at 27 y.o.a.) and wife, 
Eunice J. Ellis Austin (at 26 y.o.a.) were living there with their son, Albert L. Austin who 
was 5 y.o.a. 

Loring's occupation was listed as a "Farm Laborer" which probably indicates that 
he was working with his father on the family farm acreage. 

Loring's younger sister, Louisa, married George Ellis, brother ofLoring's wife Eunice, 
on May 1873. Louisa was married at 19 years of age. 
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On January 19th 1884, The Fairhaven ST AR reported the following article about farm 
problems that could arise. 

At the District Court in New Bedford recently, the case of Lavina F Perry vs. 
Reuben Austin, both of this town, was tried. The action was for trespass of defendant 's 
cattle on plaintiff's premises. The offense had been many times repeated, covering a 
period of several years. 

Plaintiff's land is on the opposite side of the road.from the defendant's premises, 
but her house and building are to the rear, on a cross road. The testimony was to the 
effect that the defendant, who sometimes pastures his cows at considerable distance from 
home, was frequently in the practice of turning them into the street for some time, 
perhaps half an hour, before he was ready to drive them to pasture, and as plaintiff's 
fences were poor, and there was no gate at her house, they often got into her premises 
and nibbled corn, cabbages, beans, potatoes and other garden truck. The defendant had 
been remonstrated with, but he seemed to think he was not responsible for the plaintiff's 
imperfect fencing. 

The trial of this case occupied a day and a half, considerable time being wasted in 
an unsuccessful attempt to prove trespass by defendant's cattle directly opposite his 
house. A considerable number of instances were proved, in which the damage was from 
15 to 40 cents, and Judge Borden gave judgment for the plaintiff for a total of $3, and 
informed the defendant that a person is not obliged to keep fences next to the street. 

A.B. Collins for plaintiff; L. T Wilcox for defendant 

*************** 

Another ST AR article on April 8, 1882 told of a find on the Austin Farm. 

An English half-penny of 1730 was recently picked up on the/arm of Reuben Austin by 
Andrew Wilcox. 

*************** 
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Captain John Alden 
February 8, 17 41 - May 15, 1817 

At the age of 38 years, Capt. John Alden, a direct descendant of John Alden of the 
Mayflower, bought the homestead of Luen Pope, which had belonged to Lt. Seth Pope, one 
of Fairhaven's original settlers. This property was located at the junction of the Head-of
the-River Road, also known as the Back Road, and Mattapoisett Road. 

Capt. John Alden married Lois Southworth in about 1766 and their family 
consisted of nine (9) children: Mary - John - Sarah - Lydia - Sally - Lois - Gideon -

Seth - Nathan. 

*************** 

(Article from November 11, 1882 edition of The Fairhaven Star) 
To the Editor of The Fairhaven Star: 

The remains of the late Capt. John Alden's family were removed from the village 
burying ground to the Riverside Cemetery last week. Capt. Alden was born in 
Middleborough on February 8, 17 41 and died at 7 6 years of age on May 15, 181 7. He 
worked on his father's farm until at 21 years of age he went to sea and settled in 
Fairhaven, before the Revolutionary War, on the farm since owned by his sons, John 
and Seth. 

He fitted out whaling vessels while living on the farm and at a later date, was 
owner and agent of a number of vessels in the merchant, whaling and coasting business. 

(See: East Fairhaven Whaling Captains - Crewmen and Owners - p. 71) 
He was a kind, prudent, industrious man, and accumulated a large estate. He used 

to say when he would pick up a nail, that he was in a better business than those who made 
them. He could do it quicker in those days, as they were made by hand, but it would keep 
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren busy to pick them up as fast as they are made 
by the improved machinery of the present day. 

Captain Alden was a critical observer of human nature. He may have been a 
descendant of the 3rd generation of John Alden who came over on the Mayflower and 
married Priscilla Mullins in 1622. The first named John owned and lived in the house on 
the southwest comer of Middle and Washington streets, many years. When he fitted out a 
whaler be boarded his officers and crew at his own house. He owned most of the property 
on the west side of Middle Street, extending to the river, between the Blossom and 
Proctor estates, and several other lots in the village. He was one of the leading men of his 
day and generation. C. E. 

*************** 

Thoughts of the John Alden of Fairhaven were included in the historic writings of 
Charles A. Harris, who was a descendent of Captain Alden 

(From: Old-Time Fairhaven by Charles A. Harris) 
"Capt. John Alden was the John Quincy Adams of Fairhaven. A close, keen 

scrutinizer of human nature, endowed with a full share of, common sense, a rigid 
economist, and lived to walk the outer confines of human life without a faltering tread. 

His pounding barrel lasted forty years; it was always housed, and when not in use, 
kept bottom up. His clothesline lasted twenty years; it was brought in when the clothes 
were brought in. 
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Going to church in company with a stranger minister who had been stopping at 
his house, he noticed a nail, and stooping, picked it up, remarking, I'm in better business 
than him that made it, for I can do it quicker; In those days the nail was wrought out by 
hand hammer. 

Of the mode in which the sick were treated he remarked that he would fill the 
saddle-bags with codfish and cure more sick folks than all the doctors. 

The father of John Alden mowed, the day he was eighty years of age; had a 
sermon preached at his house on his one-hundredth anniversary and died in Bridgewater, 
MA at the age of 103. 

*************** 

Within the books of the The Alden Letter, there are stories about the Alden 
family that have been documented for the Alden Kindred by the daughter of Seth Alden 
Jr., Eudora Alden Philip. The following story is about a great-grandchild, Caleb Church, 

visiting his Great-Grandfather, John Alden of Bridgewater, MA, on his lOOth birthday. 

*************** 

"When Caleb Church was a youth, he walked the thirty miles to Bridgewater to 
see his great-grandfather on his hundredth birthday anniversary. 

Great-Grandfather, John Alden, was sipping a glass of wine. 
Young Caleb exclaimed: 'Don't you call that a bad habit' 

'A very bad habit.' Returned the centenarian. 
'Isn't it a poison, grandfather?' 

Grandfather said, 'Potent poison' 
'About how long, grandfather, have you been drinking wine?' 

'About ninety years,' smiled the blue-eyed old man. 

After the wine, the housekeeper brought John Alden his pipe. When he had 
contentedly taken two or three puffs, Caleb again quizzed, 

'Grandfather, don't you call smoking a bad habit?' 
'A very bad habit,' between puffs. 

'But grandfather, isn't it a poison, too?' 
'Undoubtedly a poison,' the centenarian puffed. 

'Grandfather, how long have you smoked?' 
'Oh, about eighty years.' 

John Alden lived for a year or two longer. Caleb Church used to close his 
story with the comment, 'Rather slow poison.' " 
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