
WILLIAM NUNES 

The photo of William 
in 1901 

STEPHEN K. PAUL 

The photo of Stephen 
in 1910 

On December 23, 1901, only 15 days after the loss of the Water Tank Tower 
described previously, the Fairhaven Star printed the following article and published the 
picture of the next Water Tank also known as a "Standpipe." 

NEW STANDPIPE! 
Contract for a Large and Elaborate Structure for the Fairhaven Water Works 

Standard-Times library photo by Ron Rola 
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The new standpipe for the Fairhaven Water Works, to take the place of the recently 
wrecked, is to be very much the same as the old one with the exception that throughout, it 
is to be very much heavier in construction. The general appearance will be much the 
same, with the exception of the roof; instead of being a long taper cone, it will be built of 
the pagoda type. 

The struts, or legs, (12 in number) will be 85 feet long; instead of being set in a 
circular position, the appearance of the foundation will be more of a rectangle. On top of 
these struts will be a network of heavy girders, making a flat top, upon which the bottom 
of the tank will rest. 

The new tank will be five feet greater in diameter than the old one and the same 
height, making its dimensions 40 feet across and 50 feet high, holding 500,000 gallons 
of water while the old one held 380,000. 

The contract for building this tower has been awarded to Messrs. Riter & Conly 
of Pittsburgh, which is the same concern that built the former standpipe, and it is 
expected that work will commence on the construction about March 151• The new tower, it 
is understood, will be located just north of the site of the former structure. 

*************** 

In 1902, the 2nd Fairhaven Water Tank - Water Tower - Standpipe, was in 
operation and continued to serve the Town of Fairhaven for many years. 

This 1905-06 photo, taken from an upper area of the new Fairhaven High School, 
a gift to the Town of Fairhaven by Henry H. Rogers, shows the newly constructed 
Huttleston Avenue. In the distance is the Fairhaven Water Tower that was erected in 
1902, a landmark for the eastward area of Fairhaven known as East Fairhaven. 
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The years went on and this Water Tank served the Town of Fairhaven "well"? 
The population was growing and more water was needed for the homes and businesses in 
our growing town and then in July 1932, there was a fire at the Water Tower. 

(New Bedford Standard-Times article of July 26,1932) 

FIRE DAMAGES TOWER CASING 
Men Climb 110 Feet to Fight Blaze at Fairhaven Water Pipe 

Forced to climb 110 feet up the slippery sides of the Fairhaven water tower on 
Washington Street, firemen battled for an hour and a half this morning, before they 
quelled a blaze, which partly destroyed the wooden casing of the main feed pipe. 

The blaze started when a gust of wind carried a flame from a workman's 
blowtorch into an opening at the bottom of the casing. A draft from a second hole at the 
top caused the flame to shoot upward, burning the paper wrapped around the pipe and 
causing a great deal of smoke. 

Spectators from a long distance were drawn to the scene. All was under control, 
the damage repaired, and the tower continued to serve Fairhaven. 

From 1888 to 1968-69, the Millicent Library owned the Fairhaven Water 
Company per desire of Henry Huttleston Rogers. 

*************** 
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(Newspaper article of January 18, 1939) 

TOWN IS URGED TO TAKE OVER 
WATER WORKS-ARTICLE IN WARRANT 

Fairhaven Group Seeks Municipal Ownership of Company 
Plan Pushed as Measure For Health; Would End Pollution 

A movement was underway today for the town to acquire the holdings of the 
Fairhaven Water Company. Calling a special Town Meeting, not later than April 15 to 
consider the plan, was urged. 

That the Town can acquire the holdings of the Water Company at little or no 
expense, through provisions of the legislative act by which the company was 
incorporated in 1888, is the contention of sponsors of the movement to have the water 
supply investigated with a view to town ownership. 

Mr. Richard T. Thatcher, the town's plumbing inspector, is one of the sponsors of 
this movement. (Mr. Thatcher's picture below.) (nothing came of this 1939 suggestion) 

Town May Take Over Tower 

*************** 
At the beginning of the 1970's the need for a larger capacity for storing water for 

the Town of Fairhaven was at hand. The need for a high piece ofland led the Planning 
Board to the top of the Boston Hill region of town, on the east side of Alden Road, across 
from Long Road. 

Plans for a 1,000,000 gallon tower, were put into action and after a Town 
Meeting, it was accepted by the community and so began the 3rd Water Tower in 
Fairhaven. The 1st held approximately 380,000 gallons, the 2nd held 500,000 gallons and 
now, we will have a 2,000,000 gallons Water Tower. 
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The following picture from the New-Bedford Standard-Times newspaper of Sept. 
17, 1973, shows the construction of that large tower by the Chicago Bridge and Iron Co. 
of Boston, for the cost of $254,500. The tower will be completed by 1974. 

Standard-Times Staff Photo by Milton Silvia 
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The 1974 Boston Hill Tower operated along with the old Route 6 Water Tower until 
1985, "when the town built a new 1.5 million gallon standpipe on Sconticut Neck." 

(June 12, 1993 - Standard-Times newspaper article by Staff Writer Jack Stewardson) 

Fairhaven may be pulling plug on water tower 

One man's icon is another's sea gull perch, but no matter how you look at it, the 
old Route 6 water tower could become a thing of the past. 

Town meeting voters on Tuesday authorized the selectmen to sell or lease the 
land under the tower, provided that the tower is dismantled at no expense to the town. 

The tower, which no longer is used and has needed major repairs for several 
years, became obsolete when the town erected a new water standpipe on Sconticut Neck 
in 1985. Another working water tower is off Boston Hill Road. 

Town officials have debated as what to do with the Route 6 landmark, but Public 
Works superintendent, Alfred Raphael, said it would "cost a large fortune to repair it." 
Town officials also fear it might come down in a hurricane, so they have been looking 
into demolishing it. 

A request to appropriate $120,000 to have the tower taken down was indefinitely 
postponed Tuesday night in favor of selling or leasing land around the tower, which is 
adjacent to the Fairhaven Commons shopping center. 
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However, two town meeting members gave widely contrasting views. 

"It's part of the Fairhaven skyline," said Rich Taber, who called it a "visual icon" and 
suggested that the town reserve the land for a tourism office. 

John Hergenhan, however, viewed the tower from a different perspective. 
"It's a resting spot for sea gulls on their way back from the town dump," he said. 

*************** 

(quote from: New Bedford Standard-Times newspaper dated March 30, 1994) 

On January 9, 1994, Jack Stewardson, Staff Writer for "The Standard-Times" 
wrote the following: "The town's historic tower is going to be given one last hurrah. 
Selectmen have decided to put the Route 6 structure, which is due to be tom down and 
dismantled, on the cover of this year's Annual Report. 

Selectman, John T. Haaland suggested the cover shot would be a fitting send off 
for the town's distinctive landmark and the board chose the tower as a cover feature." 

"The town has decided to sell the property surrounding the tower to First Bristol 
Corporation, the developers of the Fairhaven Commons. 

One of the conditions of the $20,000 sale is that First Bristol Corp. dismantle and 
remove the tower. 

According to Executive Secretary Jeffrey W. Osuch, the company is in the 
process of executing the purchase and sales agreement, the demolition work could begin 
within the next 30 days." 

"As a condition of the sale, the company would be required to have the tower removed by 
next September. 

The distinctive, rocket-style tower has been a fixture along Route 6 for generations. 

*************** 
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Landmark Water Tower Demolition Is Under Way 
By Carol Lee Costa-Crowell 

Standard-Times staff writer - April 13, 1994 

FAIRHAVEN - Joseph O'Murphy, demolition man supreme, scaled the 120-foot 
robin's-egg-blue tower like Spiderman. The wind blew strong and his torch burned 
brightly against the overcast sky. 

Onlookers far below craned their necks as Mr. O'Murphy bent to his work, 
beginning the historic dismemberment of the 92-year-old Fairhaven water tower, 
Tuesday morning. 

Built in 1902, the grand duchess of Route 6 was declared functionally obsolete 
and was displaced in 1985 by a new tower on Sconticut Neck Road. 

For nine days, weather permitting, the five-man demolition crew of subcontractor 
Cast Corp. of Canton, will dismantle the tower in 5-to 10-ton sections, each about 
6 by 20 feet. 

Steve Draper is project superintendent for the Grant Construction Co., hired by 
property owner First Bristol Corp. to take down the tower. 

Francis Emmett and Paul Rosette, members of the demolition crew, waited on the 
ground for the arrival of an 82-ton crane and bucket to hoist them to the top. 
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But daredevil O'Murphy waited for no one. The 52-year-old man climbed towards the 
dome on the rickety and rusted iron ladders. 

"Will you look at him climb! He really is a loner," said John Courtney of Falmouth. 
Mr. Courtney, a carpenter, had parked at the McDonald's restaurant across Route 6. 

He had a clear view of Mr. O'Murphy at work. 

"Guess he gets paid quite a bit to do that. You couldn't pay me enough," he said. 

Mr. O'Murphy's cutting torch flared and he hunched over a section of the conical 
cap, his head inside, looking like an ostrich burying its head in the sand. 

"What's he doing now?" an elderly woman asked as Mr. O'Murphy stood straight 
and wiggled an iron piece loose, sending it thundering into the empty tower. The sound 
reverberated and the tower shook. When the crane arrives, it will lower those sections to 
the ground, Mr. Draper explained. 

The scrap iron will be sold to a recycling company and the tower - a piece of 
Fairhaven's skyline for nearly a century - will be gone forever. 

The tower was built the year after a wooden one burst on November 1, 1901, 
tumbling 325,000 gallons of water on the road. The deluge swept away a pair on a 
tandem bicycle and stopped traffic for three hours. 

The replacement rocket-style structure was visible for miles to seafarers and 
fishermen in Buzzards Bay. Many a sailor's first view of home was the blue beacon on 
the horizon. 

Mr. Draper said the dismantling crew will be assisted by a "manlift" that will 
hoist them up and down along the sides as each section is cut away. 

"It will be a slow process, one section at a time," Mr. Draper said. 

The area surrounding the tower has been cordoned off with yellow tape. 
Workmen wear hardhats on the site and company officials do not allow onlookers to 
close. 

The 12 spider legs of the structure also will be dismantled in sections, Mr. Draper 
said. They will be the last to go. 

Members of the Fairhaven Board of Public Works previously drained the tower of 
about 500,000 gallons of water. Town officials kept the water in the tower to give it 
weight and stability, preventing it from being toppled by hurricanes. 

The town authorized the sale of the 15,000 square feet on which the tower sits for 
$20,000 to First Bristol, with the requirement that the company remove the water tower. 
The land will be reserved for future business use. 
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High above the spectators, Mr. O'Murphy took a coffee break, descending from the cone 
and dangling his legs over the rim. As those below had craned their necks to watch him, 
so he now bent his neck to watch the traffic buzzing along Route 6. 

Below, Mr. Courtney watched him make his way back up to continue the 
dismantling. "I'm going to miss that old tower," Mr. Courtney said, "I looked for it as I 
came up from the Cape. It just won't be the same." 

,/S~: i~~~-
staff Photo/Paula Charbonneau 

Almost gone, not forgotten!! 
Fairhaven's skyline will never be the same without the water tower. 
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VICTORY GARDENS 
1918 

Courtesy of Spinner Publication 

MORSE TWIST DRILL & MACHINE CO. 
OF 

NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 

EMPLOYEE VICTORY GARDENS 

As you look at the 1918 picture of this land with the house in the middle, you can 
make out that the grounds are divided into plots of land where employees of the 
Morse Twist Drill and Machine Company, planted gardens to supply their families 
with the vegetables that they needed in the trying times of 1918. The land was owned by, 
Mr. Charles Pittle, a businessman and real estate agent of New Bedford, who lived in the 
"house in the middle" with his wife, Emma. 
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During the growing and harvesting season, Mr. Pittle was there to see that all 
went well with the gardens and he probably "gave a hand," if ever needed. During the 
other seasons of the year he made sure the land was taken care of, that is until March 14, 
1968, when he was 79 years of age. 

On that day he sold the land to the Berdon Co. Inc., who became the first 
company to construct a large shopping plaza in the Town of Fairhaven, MA. Mammoth 
Mart was the first large store within the plaza. 

With the construction of the plaza, the Pittle house was moved across Route 6 to 
Janson Terrace. 

MORSE 
Twist Drill and Machine Co. 

U. S. A. 

M AKERS OF 
Increase an d Co nstan1 Ang le 

Twist C rills, Chucks, 

- •. , . . R. earners., Cutters, 
" · · . . -; .-, T aps, Dies and 

· ~'\_,,M. >0h. i ~•,~;, 
'"~"'> 

. . ... ~ 

In the lower left comer of the above picture is a sign on the fence that reads: 
Morse Twist Drill and Machine Company. 

The street on the left of the field is Washington Street and as you follow it 
eastward there is an arrow pointing to the Almshouse-Infirmary at the comer of 
Sconticut Neck Road. The photo was taken from atop the Water Tank Tower, 

looking eastward. 
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The original photograph on page 22, showed this house on the left. The photo was taken 
in 1918 and it was then that Mr. & Mrs. Walter Spencer moved into this house. 

The by-way shown above was at one time, named the Mattapoisett Road, as it 
was headed east to Mattapoisett - next it became Washington Street, and was 
considered an extension of Washington Street that originated at Middle Street in 
Fairhaven Village, to join with Spring Street. In 2010, Huttleston Avenue is the road 
that now is an extension of the by-way that H. H. Rogers had constructed in front of the 
1906 Fairhaven High School building. 

The naming ofthis road by the government, as U.S. Route 6, started in the late 
1920s - early 1930s. The first part of the route started from Cape Cod to Brewster, N.Y. 

In the above Fairhaven picture of the "way it was," houses, buildings, and walls, 
over the years have had to be moved, taken away, etc., in order to widen the roads and 
add streets. In the picture above, Mr. Spencer's house was moved because of the 
straightening out of the original route of the now Alden Road. This house is located, in 
2010, to the east of"Dunkin' Donuts" with many additions added to it. 

Following is an interview with Mr. Spencer in celebration of his 651h birthday. 
There will be more information about Spencers in Book 3 of the series of East Fairhaven 
History. 
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(New Bedford Standard-Times newspaper article - June 15, 1939) 

WALTER G. SPENCER TO MARK 
65™ BIRTHDAY 

EAST FAIRHAVEN MAN TELLS OF GROWTH OF 
CITY IN HIS LIFETIME 

Monday will be the 651h birthday of Walter G. Spencer of 300 Washington street, 
"It doesn't seem possible but I was born in 1874, so it must be so," he said yesterday. 

He is the son of the late George and Alice Spencer of New Bedford. "My father 
conducted a very large wood business on the site of what is now the Weld Street car barn 
in New Bedford. Most of the trees that were cut down to make room for the growing 
north end, and woods for miles around, were carted to my father's steam saw mill to be 
cut. When I drive up Acushnet A venue in the north end looking for a place to park, I 
often think that when I was a boy I used to chop and saw down trees, and let them drop 
out into the same street and cut them, right in the middle of the road, into four foot 
lengths," he said. 

Mr. Spencer saw the north end of New Bedford grow from woods and 
farms into the largest part of the city. 

He attended the Parker Street Grammar School and the old Linden School in New 
Bedford, after which he went to work for his father. His father was senior warden of St. 
James Episcopal Church, New Bedford, from almost the time it was built until his death. 
Mr. Spencer sang in the first boys' choir ever organized in New Bedford, at the church 
where his father was warden. 

"About 1900 I was employed in the office of the City Coal Co. as a weigher and 
had charge of all the deliveries of coal. I was there about 20 years. Those were the days 
of big business. There were no oil burners being used and only five coal yards in the city 
of New Bedford," he declared. 

"Everything was hauled by horses. I rode in the first motor coal truck, to 
demonstrate the hauling the coal in the city, and well remembered how the people rushed 
to their windows and were shocked to think of a load of coal being allowed to be carried 
at such a high rate of speed through the streets. 

Mr. Spencer served as secretary of the American Order of Foresters of America for two 
years during his employment at the coal company. 

He was a member of the New Bedford Wheelmen, when they had rooms in the 
Cummings block in William Street, New Bedford, and took many weekend bicycle trips 
to Cape Cod, Newport, Providence and other places. 

Mr. Spencer was one of the organizers of the Poultry & Pigeon Club, which held 
many shows at the State Armory and Lincoln Park. He was married in 1902 to Helen F. 
Almy. 
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Walter and Helen came to Fairhaven about 1913, to start a chicken farm on the 
Baker place at Knollmere, on Weeden Road, and moved to their present home on 
Washington Street, in 1918. For three years during World War I, he was yardmaster at 
the Kilburn Mill and later held the same position at the New Manomet Mill, both in New 
Bedford. For the past 14 years he has served as custodian of the East Fairhaven School, 
the position he now holds. 

Mr. Spencer has been a member of the Order of Old Fellows for the past 40 years 
and is a charter member of the Fairhaven Grange, where he has served as treasurer for the 
past seven years. He is also a member of the Massachusetts State Grange and of Sippican 
Pomona Grange. He spends a great deal of his time visiting Granges in other towns. 

Mr. Spencer is a special police officer, school truant officer, census taker for East 
Fairhaven and a town meeting member. 

******** ****** 

Before we travel east along Huttleston A venue, a trip along the now, Alden Road, will 
bring you more history of the "way things were" in the 1700s and 1800s years of 

"The Small Town With A Big History", 
where some individual streets and roads were sometimes known by many different 

names. 

*************** 

East Fairhaven Map of 1871 

A portion of the 1871 map shows the southern end of the now Alden Road where 
"J. Alden" was living in 1871, and for whom the street was later named. 

180 - -
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NATIVE AMERICAN PATH 

The highways and byways of our towns and cities all lead to a destination that is 
desired of its travelers. These "ways" can and have been referred to with many different 
terms: path - trail - course - route - road or street, to name a few. This book about the 
history of East Fairhaven will include all of the area east of Back Road to the 
Mattapoisett town line. 

The Native American people populated the location now known as East 
Fairhaven, long before the first English settlers came to the area of Massachusetts. The 
Sconticutt and Naskatucket tribes of the Nation ofWampanoags, spent their spring, 
summer and early fall days at the shore, preparing for their winter in the forest. Their 
winter settlements were situated in places that we know today as, Rochester, Freetown, 
Middleboro, Carver and any area to the north that had many lakes and ponds. 

The routes or paths to the larger bodies of water, oceans and bays, were created to 
pass through land where there was always water readily available in the form of a spring, 
stream, brook, river or as mentioned above, lakes and ponds. 

In East Fairhaven of today, these places of encampment for the tribes were along 
the Naskatucket (native word meaning: "our place by the river with meadows and fields") 
River, Shaw's Cove, named for the first family that settled in that area, Little Bay, 
smaller than Buzzard Bay, and other places where good and plentiful fish and shellfish 
could be harvested. Over many years of summering near the shores of Buzzards Bay, the 
natives have kept the open spaces available for their planting of com and other 
vegetables. One of the most important chores in order to have the open space was to 
burn-off the fields, as soon as they arrived from their winter in the woods. Even to this 
day, farmers are known for their burning-off of fields. East Fairhaven was known for its 
open spaces of fields for farming, raising cows and other farm animals. 

The Sconticutt and Naskatucket tribes followed the Acushnet (native word 
meaning: "head of the tide") River, to where it met with the ocean and then set a trail 
toward the east to the Naskatucket River and the trail was referred to as the, Head-of-the
River path, later known as a road. 

Historical research found the following definition; "In 1 724 a road was laid out 
from Susannah Hathaway's orchard (at the now Acushnet line), southward to the vicinity 
of Seth Pope's house (at the head of Sconticut N eek Road) and it was known as either the 
Back Road or Head-of-the-River Road, until 1909, when the same road was officially 
named Alden Road. 

Four years later, in 1748, another road was started in Susannah's orchard to be 
named Main Street and headed southward to join into Adams Street, ending at Spring 
Street. Yes, there was a "spring" in the area of what is still called Spring Street. Fresh 
water was always very important in the laying out of the by-ways of the land. 
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Map of 1895 - This section of the 
map shows that the road was named: 

Head-of-the-River 

1877 

Map of1877-
At the very top of the left comer on this 
section of the 1877 map, shows where 
the now Alden Road meets Main Street. 
The map also indicates the junction as the 
location of the Fairhaven-Acushnet 

Boundary. As you come down Head-of-the-River Road to the lower right comer it joins 
with the then Washington Street, now Huttleston Avenue. Notice to the left, the black dot 
that places the home of John Alden at the junction. 

The early Town of Fairhaven Directories lists the name Back Road as another name for 
this right-of-way. 
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Map of 1855-At this time, 1855, Acushnet was part of Fairhaven and its name was 
North Fairhaven. In 1860, there was a separation between Fairhaven and North 
Fairhaven. It was at this time that it was decided to name this northern section of land 
Acushnet. It was at this junction of Head-of-the-River Road that Fairhaven Main 
Street ceased. Head-of-the-River Road name continued on into Acushnet. 

It is from this point in our East Fairhaven History, that we will follow the Head
of-the-River Road and Back Road southerly to Washington Street. We will be 
stopping along the way telling the stories of the people who lived along this road and we 
will be referring only to the families on the east side of the by-way. 

The first stop will be with the Rev. William S. Gould and family and his 
Academy known as a "Female Seminary." 

*************** 
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The following is a transcription of an article published 
by 

The Evening Standard, Saturday, May 6, 1905 
By Arthur Brown Sherman 

A FAMOUS ACADEMY 

Gould Female Seminary in Fairhaven 60 Years Ago 
William Gould, a Congregational 

Minister, the Founder 
and 

Moonlight Exploits ofFairhaven Youth and Two Harpists 

;;;. 
The School Room 

The Gould House 
· · ~-

This portion of Massachusetts has always been distinctively and favorably known 
for the active interest taken by its people in educational affairs. Not as much is known 
about the early institutions of learning and the small private academies that flourished 
hereabouts in the middle decades of the last century. There were many small schools of 
denominational character in the country around New Bedford and their growth was rapid 
and prosperous till the advent of the public school. In the years between 1825 and 1854 
Fairhaven and Acushnet could boast no less than five co-existent academies taught by 
clergymen of diverse persuasions, Quakers, Orthodox and Methodists. 
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