
Policy for the Selection of Materials 
The Millicent Library 

Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
1. Fundamentally, the selection of materials policy of the Millicent Library is based on 
the following principles: 
• the right of every citizen to have the freedom to read and to inquire in order to 

preserve a free society 
• the right to be exposed to a variety of opinion and expression 
• the right, in short, for patrons of a public library to be able to choose from divers 

offerings. 
 
 
2.  The offerings of a public library fulfill many purposes—to educate, to entertain, to 
enlighten, to serve the various interests of the community.  Consequently, library 
materials are selected with the following criteria in mind: 
 
A. To make available knowledge and ideas requisite to the growth of the mind and 

increase of learning. 
B. To judge a book as a book and not to measure its worth by the political, sociological, 

psychological or religious views of the author or by the author’s private life. 
C. Since matters of taste cannot be regulated, a public library must offer much of modern 

literature and of contemporary thinking, even though ideas and treatment may be  
distasteful to some. 

D. There should be, in the selection of materials, a happy balance between those 
selections meant primarily for relaxation and amusement and those aimed at 
providing information, enlightenment, and the opportunity to expand one’s 
intellectual horizons. 

E. Because censorship is too often self-destructive and the cause of controversy and 
bitterness, any complaint about available materials from a patron of the library should 
by made by following these steps: 

 
1.  A formal, written complaint to the Librarian. 
2.  The Librarian then refers the complaint to the Board of Trustees. 
3.  The Board then assigns the particular complaint for consideration by the 
appropriate committee of the Board of Trustees. 

 
Note:  no particular member of the library staff shall be held personally responsible for 
the selection of disputed materials. 
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